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College roommates can teach you some of the 
greatest lessons of life. For instance, I learned if 
you lose track of your pet snake, it is very hard to 
get your girlfriend to come over to your apart-

ment to hang out. (By the way, we found the pet 
snake curled up in the recliner). 
 
 I also learned how to pull one of the ultimate 
practical jokes one can play in the pantry. For 
some unknown reason, one of my roommates 
thought it would be hilarious to switch all the la-
bels on our cans of vegetables and soups. He re-
moved the labels with great care and attached 
them to a new can with a mystery content. What 
resulted was essentially “vegetable roulette.” I 
would go to the pantry and grab what I thought to 
be two cans of corn and two cans of red beans for 
my homemade version of Texas chili to discover I 
had just actually chosen a can of green beans, a 
can of carrots, a can of baby sweet peas, and a can 
of pork ‘n beans. My Texas chili, as you might 
imagine, failed to live up to its savory recipe. 
 
Since those days, life has taught me there is at least 
one thing worse than playing “vegetable roulette”; 
it is the sad reality when there are NO cans of 
vegetables or anything else in the pantry. You may 
not realize this, but in Wise County, 15.8% of our 
families, 25.1% of our children live in what is de-
fined as a “food insecure” home. This does not 
mean there is no food in the house, but it does 
suggest that these families struggle from pay check 
to pay check to have enough to eat. 
 
In Texas, our local schools help to stand in the 
gap for our children by providing free or reduced 
lunch programs for our children to make sure our 
little ones eat at least twice a day. This plan works 
great while school is meeting, but what happens 
during school holidays? Frankly, many children do 
without. 
 
Since it is unthinkable that a child would go hun-
gry in Wise County, Dr. Daniel Mallory, a local 
orthodontist, spearheaded an effort to make sure 
our children would have smiles on their faces not 
graced by braces, but by full plates of food on 
their tables. He launched the “Live Thankfully” 
movement alongside our local schools, civic or-
ganizations, businesses, and churches to collect 
non-perishable food  to be sent home with local 
children whose families could use a helping hand 
to make it through the holidays. 
 

 
The “Live Thankfully” movement which started 
as a simply dream and aspiration has now become 
one of the greatest forces for good in our county. 
Last year 1,340 bags of groceries were provided to 
250 families in 11 different area schools from 
Chico to Paradise. 
 
This year the need remains great, and this is where 
we come in. I want to encourage you to join the 
“Live Thankfully” movement by bringing non-
perishable food items between now and Wednes-
day, December 6 to the church so we can pass 
them along to the children of our county. Dis-
cover once again the blessing of giving, by helping 
to fill the pantries of those less fortunate than 
ourselves. 
 
The “Live Thankfully” strategy is quite simple. Go 
shopping and purchase non-perishable food items 
from cereals, can goods, pasta, and yes, even my 
favorite Little Debbie’s. (NO GLASS PLEASE). 
Bag up your haul and bring food stuffs to the 
church and drop them off. Let’s make, Wednes-
day night, December 6 our “I CAN Help” 
night as each of us bring something to share. 
 
Then on Sunday, December 10 at 5:00 p.m. go to 
the local middle school and participate in the 
“Party with a Purpose” event and help bag up the 
groceries. (Note this will be just before our 
Church-wide Christmas Dinner at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Family Life Center) 
 
Remember our mission revolves around “loving 
others” and “living like Jesus.” Thus, Jesus calls 
on us to put our love into action. Never forget 
what He taught us by word and deep— “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.”  
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Love Others 
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Live Like Jesus 



 

 

Financial Statistics for November 19 

 

Tithes and Offerings 

Received: $17,388 

Month-to-date Received:  $122,833 

 

Building Fund 

Received: $5,287 

Month-to-date Received: $60,394 

 

Weekly Attendance Report 

Sunday School Attendance: 325 

 Worship Attendance:  : 463 
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FBC Leadership Team  

 

Dr. David Lowrie, Pastor:   

david@firstdecatur.us 

 

Mike Stallsworth, Executive Pastor:  

mike@firstdecatur.us 

 

Gerre Joiner, Senior Adult Pastor : 

 gerjoiner@gmail.com 

 

Candy Burden, Children’s Pastor:  

candy@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ryan Cunnius, Interim Worship Leader: 

ryan@firstdecatur.us 

 

Clay Carter Student Pastor:  

clay@firstdecatur.us 

 

Harold Mosley, Building & Grounds :  

harold@firstdecatur.us 

 

Bree Kirkelie, Office Manager  

bree@firstdecatur.us 

 

Miranda Boswell, MDO Director: 

miranda@firstdecatur.us 

 

Beth Addington, Preschool Director: 

beth@firstdecatur.us 

 


